
Children’s Picture Books Featuring Poverty and Homelessness


Title Author Copyright-Publisher Economic & Personal 
Finance Concepts

Grade 
Level

The Can Man Williams, Laura 2017 – Lee & Low Earning, Money, 
Choices

1-4

Fly Away Home Bunting, Eve 1991 – Houghton 
Mifflin 

Poverty, Choices, 
Opportunity Cost 

K-3

Four Feet, Two 
Sandals 

Williams, Karen 
Lynne

2007 - Eerdmans Scarcity, Poverty, 
Decision Making

2-4

Last Stop on 
Market Place

De la Pena, Mat 2015 – G. P. 
Putman’s Sons

Choices, Poverty, 
Philanthropy (Soup 
Kitchen 

PK-2

Maddie’s Fridge Brandt, Lois 2014 – Chicago 
Press

Scarcity, Hunger, 
Opportunity Cost 

K-2

A Place to Stay: A 
Shelter Story 

Gunti, Erin 2019 – Barefoot 
Books

Poverty, 
Homelessness, 

Choices

K-3

Sam and the Lucky 
Money

Chinn, Karen 2013 – Lee & Low Money, Choices, 
Spending, 
Philanthropy

PK-2

A Shelter in Our 
Car

Gunning, Monica 2004 – Children’s 
Book Press

Scarcity, Human 
Capital, Choices 

K-3 

Those Shoes Boelts, Maribeth 2007 – Candlewick 
Press

Choices, Poverty, 
Philanthropy

K-3 

What is Given 
from the Heart

McKissack, 
Patricia

2019 – Random 
House

Poverty, Scarcity, 
Opportunity Cost, 
Goods and Services,

Philanthropy

PK-2

Yard Sale Bunting, Eve 2017 – Candlewick 
Press

Money, Poverty, 
Earning 

PK-2
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