
Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs

Written by Judi Barrett & Illustrated by Ron Barnett

Readers’ Theater

Story Synopsis: In the imaginary town of Chewandswallow the availability of food is dependant on climatic conditions.  Soon the town’s citizens learn that there can be “too much of a good thing”.   First published in 1978 this wonderfully illustrated picture book is as applicable today as it was forty years ago…maybe more so!
~Pancake Problems ~

Time Required: 40-50 minutes.

Objectives: 

· The student will participate in a scripted “Reader’s Theater” activity

· The student will participate in a teacher directed discussion applying information from the “Reader’s Theater” activity to specific economic concepts.

· The students will discuss the choices made by the fictional characters.

National Standards:

· Standard 1:  Scarcity                                                                              

Productive resources are limited.  Therefore, people cannot have all the goods and services they want; as a result they must choose some things and give up others.

· Standard 2:  Marginal Cost/Benefit


Effective decision making requires comparing the additional costs of alternatives with the additional benefits.  Most choices involve doing a little more or a little less of something:  few choices are “all or nothing” decisions.

Economic Concepts

· Choice - takes place whenever someone makes a personal decision to use limited resources. 
· Opportunity cost – that which is given up when a choice is made.  When deciding how to spend a resource it is one’s second best alternative; the alternative given up. 
· Scarcity – the condition of limited resources.  Because resources are limited, people must make choices. 
· Cost/benefit analysis – takes place whenever the cost is weighed in regards

Materials:

· Visual – Pancake Problems– Class Discussion
· Book- Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 
· Activity –Pancake Problems Script one copy for each student in the class

· Water soluble marker

· Play Props – Actor name plates, video camera cutout, microphone cutout

· Index Cards and writing tools
Procedure:
1. Prepare the visual Pancake Problems– Class Discussion, “Reader’s Theater” Pancake Problems scripts, and name plates prior to class

2. Introduce the lesson by reading Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs to the class if the students are not familiar with the story.  

3. Display the visual, Record-Breaking Pasta Fall Causes Chaos.  Discuss the questions with the students. Note: The Visual is based on the illustration found on page twelve.  POSSIBLE REPLIES: What current event is causing the citizens of Chewandswallow to become concerned for their safety?   [The “weather” has become unpredictable and strange and harmful things are falling from the sky.] How are the goods and services in Chewandswallow different from that of an ordinary town? [Chewandswallow has no grocery stores, bakeries, butcher shops, etc.] What jobs would NOT be necessary in Chewandswallow? [There would be no reason to have chefs, grocery store workers, farmers, or food delivery people.] Chewandswallow is a fictional place.  Can comparisons be made to current climate and environmental situations?   What are they?  [Changes in weather patterns are causing unpredictable things to happen.  Too much “stuff” is causing strains on our landfills.  The citizens of Chewandswallow recycled materials to make boats and houses.  We need to think about recycling also.]
4. Inform the students that they will now be participating in a class play.

5. Distribute the scripts and ask for eight volunteers. . Explain that this is a “Readers’ Theater” and they will be reading from their scripts.  No memorization is necessary.

6. Select students for the parts, give them the prepared name tags and bring them up to the front of the room.  

7. Introduce the play and the actors to the class.  Allow the students to read the play, receive applause and return to their seats.

Possible Post Play Extension Activities:

1) Make a transparency of Extension Activity # 1.  Display it and read the directions, reviewing the terms Cost, Benefit and Alternative.  Solicit responses from the students and record the answers.   Discuss which choice appears to be the best for the citizens of Chewandswallow considering the suggested costs and benefits. Write the following statements on pieces of paper.  (Card stock works well.)      “Stay in Chewandswallow and hope for the best.”   “Stay in Chewandswallow and build stronger structures.”   “Pack up and get out of Chewandswallow as soon as possible.”  “Leave Chewandswallow but return with a salvage company to collect and sell the extra food.”  After the play, place these options around the room and ask to students to go stand by the one they feel is the best for the citizens of Chewandswallow.    Tell each group to come up with five or more reasons that this solution would work and have them present these to the rest of the class.  

2) Encourage students to write a Readers’ Theater of their own based on a single illustration from Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs.
3) Dan Dee dry cleaning business benefited from the bizarre food falling from the sky.  Ask the students to develop to lists.  One naming all the business that might be getting more customers and the other naming business that might be harmed or be losing customers. 

Visual

Record-Breaking Pasta Fall Causes Chaos

Class Discussion

The bizarre weather is making headlines in the town of Chewandswallow.  Food falling from the sky was once considered one of the great benefits of living in this small town.   But things have gotten out of control and the citizens are now worried for their safety. 
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                                         Traffic Snarled on Lower Intestine Street
                                        All is not well for us.           We need to worry.             Things are not safe!

                                       Concern is necessary.            This is not good at all.        What should we do?
FOR DISCUSSION: 

What current event is causing the citizens of Chewandswallow to become concerned for their safety?  

How are the goods and services in Chewandswallow different from that of an ordinary town?

What jobs would NOT be necessary in Chewandswallow?

Chewandswallow is a fictional place.  Can comparisons be made to current climate and environmental situations?   What are they? 
Extension Activity #1

Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs

Cost-Benefit Analysis

Directions: What should the citizens of Chewandswallow do?  Help them decide by filling in this chart with some of the advantages and disadvantages of their two possible alternatives (choices).

	
	Alternative 1

Stay in Chewandswallow
	Alternative 2

Leave Chewandswallow

	Benefits

Advantages

or

Good Points
	(
(
(
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	Costs

Disadvantages
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(
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If you were a citizen of Chewandswallow would you vote to stay or leave your town? 

Leave_____   Stay_____

Why did you make this decision?___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Pancake Problems

Readers’ Theater 
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CHARACTERS:
Cathy Chatterley –News Reporter for WEAT-TV

Cam Mann – Video Technician for WEAT-TV

Betty Bucket- Sanitation Worker

Elwood Elder– Senior Citizen 

Stuart Denton- School boy

Mr. Ralph- Restaurant Owner

Officer Peacemaker – Police Officer 

Dan Dee- Dry Cleaner

Mabel Mayflower– Town Mayor 

SETTING:

 Time: Saturday afternoon 
 Place: On the street in front Chewandswallow Public School

Chewandswallow’s citizens are standing in a group looking concerned.  

Cathy and Cam hurry unto the scene.  Cam has no speaking parts.  His job is to point the video camera appropriately. 
~--------------------------------------------------~

Cathy: [Holding a microphone near mouth] Good morning Chewandswallow, Cathy Chatterley here reporting for WEAT TV.  We’re here in front of the public school which, as you can see, is completely covered with an enormous syrup covered pancake.  Let’s get some eye-witness reactions to this sticky situation.  [Putting microphone in front of Betty Bucket’s face]   Excuse me citizen, did you see the pancake fall on the school?

Betty: [Shaking her head]   No, I did not see it fall.  I am a sanitation worker.  We have been providing the service of cleaning up all the extra food that has been stacking up here in Chewandswallow.   I’m afraid that there is just too much stuff for us to keep up with.  Our landfills are FULL.

Cathy:  That is indeed a problem.  [Places microphone in the face of Elwood Elder]

Sir, you look like you’ve been around for a while.  Have you ever seen such destructive weather?

Elwood: Food falling from the sky used to be a good thing.  Now it is dangerous.

I’ve never seen anything like it!

Cathy:  This senior citizen is correct.  We have no records of this ever happening before.   Here is a young person who looks happy.  [Places microphone in the face of Stuart Denton] Can you tell me why you are smiling young man?

Stuart: The school will have to close down!  That’s a good thing, isn’t it?  
Betty:  It’s a good thing if we can get all the school children to help us at the sanitation department.  We need help picking up all of this stale food off the streets and sidewalks.  

Stuart: “Groan”… I wasn’t looking for a job. 

Cathy:  Here comes Mr. Ralph, one of Chewandswallow’s most successful entrepreneurs.   [Places microphone in the face of Mr. Ralph]  Mr. Ralph, what do you think of this situation?

Mr. Ralph: My roofless restaurant has not had any business for a long time.  People are too concerned about the damage caused by all this oversized food to want to meet with their friends to enjoy a meal.   Now the school has been destroyed.  No one in Chewandswallow is benefiting from the changes that are happening.

Dan Dee:  That’s not true, that’s not true at all.

Cathy: [Approaches Dan Dee with her microphone.]  What do you mean by that statement? 

Dan Dee:  I am the owner of a dry cleaning service and I have never been busier.  All this food falling from the sky is causing people to get their clothes dirty.   This is very good for my business. 

Enter Officer Peacemaker- O.K. people this is not a safe place to be.   I want everyone to move off…move away from the pancake…move away from the pancake. 
Cathy: It looks like the police are asking us to move away so that they can tell how much damage has been done.  Wait a minute.  Our town mayor is approaching.  Let’s see what she has to say.

Enter Mabel Mayflower.  She takes the microphone from Cathy Chatterley.

Mayor Mayflower: Citizens of Chewandswallow.  The environment is causing us great distress.   I am calling a town meeting.   All citizens who wish to discuss solutions to our problems are encouraged to attend.  We have some major decisions to make. 

Cathy:  [Taking back the microphone]    You heard it here first!  There will be a town meeting tomorrow.  Television Station WEAT will be there, you should too!  I’m Cathy Chatterley signing off and returning you to our regular program.  

All the actors walk away as if their feet were covered in syrup.

Character Name Tags

Directions: Cut out names, glue on tag board, punch holes in tag board and string yard though holes.  Place around the necks of the selected actors for easy identification. 


EXAMPLE:                                               Cam Man 
	Cathy Chatterley



	Cam Mann



	Betty Bucket



	Elwood Elder 



	Stew Denton



	Mr. Ralph



	Officer Peacemaker



	Dan Dee


	Mabel Mayflower
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