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We believe what they say.

We don’t believe what they don’t say.
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People’s Beliefs Reality

Data sources: Pew Research, Bureau of Justice Statistics

Gun violence:
Worse or better than last year?



But the bad years have been really bad!





Data sources: FBI Crime Statistics, Bureau of Justice Statistics

Down 50%

Down 80%





Data sources: FBI Crime Statistics, Bureau of Justice Statistics; Mother Jones



Data sources: FBI Crime Statistics, Bureau of Justice Statistics; Mother Jones





Data source: Centers for Disease Control. COVID deaths are estimated for 2020 as of March 2021.



Data source: Centers for Disease Control. COVID deaths are estimated for 2020 as of March 2021. Non-COVID deaths are for 2019.





Data sources: Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, Bureau of Labor Statistics

Up 6% since 1979 
(13% since 1980s) Up 45% since 1979





Data source: US Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Table H-17.

U.S. Households According to Income

Poor: 35% of households

Middle Class: 54% of households

Rich: 12% of households

1970



Data source: US Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Table H-17.

U.S. Households According to Income

Poor: 35% fell to 30%

Middle Class: 54% fell to 41%

Rich: 12% rose to 29%

1970–2017





The typical American spends

• $25 a month on streaming media

• $50 a month on Internet

• $80 a month on cell phone service

• $100 a month on electricity

• $200 a month on gas

• $300 a month on health insurance



Data sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Data sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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Data sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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Data sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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Data sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Data sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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14 yearsAnti-lock brakes
Skid control
DVD player
GPS navigation
Collision warning
Rearview camera
Cruise control
Airbags
3-point seatbelts
Electric windows
Bluetooth stereo

Power steering
Power brakes
Power seats
Heated seats
Climate control
12V outlets
Roadside assistance
Remote key
Automatic transmission
Fatigue detection
Automatic high beams

Horseless



Data sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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Data sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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Poverty in 2121



Data source: Gapminder.org
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Data source: Gapminder.org



Data source: Gapminder.org



Over the past one to two generations

Deaths due to war Down 95%
Source: Uppsala Conflict Data Program

Extreme poverty Down 80%
Source: United Nations Development Programme

Child labor rates Down 50%
Source: United Nations Development Programme

Gender inequality Down 15%
Source: United Nations Development Programme

Income inequality Down 10%
Source: World Bank

Longevity and education Up 20%
Source: United Nations Development Programme

Real per-capita income Up 40%
Source: World Bank



The world we believe we live in is unreal.

=




