Economics of Politics or the Politics of Economics
Introduction:  While there are many issues that divide America’s two political parties, at each party’s core beliefs are economic theories and how the government should manage the economy, spending, taxes and balancing the budget.   Both sides have a normative theory (what is the basic idea and opinion) and a positive theory (the concrete proving of the opinion with theory, graphs and math).  The aim of this project is for students to provide a clear and simple juxtaposition of the two sides views on the government and economy and how those views impact the economy we live in and each of us individually; so that the average voter can understand and make a decision as to which side they agree with most.  
The project will be broken down into 3 parts:  
Part I:  The fundamentals – Normative Economics


a)  Identify and Discuss the Republican views of economic theory (Fiscal Conservatism or Neo-Liberalism) – Classical/Supply Side Theory


i)  Identify and briefly discuss Classical/Supply Side Theory



ii)  Identify and briefly discuss a current political proposal of this theory (i.e. Trump Tax Cuts)


**Provide at least one scholarly article/website

b)  Identify and Discuss the Democratic Party’s views of economic theory (Fiscal Liberalism):  Demand-Side/Keynesian Economics


i)  Identify and Briefly Discuss Demand Side/Keynesian Economics



ii)  Identify and Briefly Discuss a current political proposal of this theory



**Provide at least one scholarly article/website
Part II:  Positive Economics – the Proof of the theory

a) Explain in economic terms why each theory works and its benefits (at least 5 points for each side’s argument – include benefits to both the macro economy as a whole and the individual household)
a. Provide one scholarly article for each side  (2 articles)
b) Explain in economic terms each sides criticism of the opposing sides theory (at least 5 points for each side’s argument – include criticisms of how it affects the macro economy as a hole and the individual household)
a. Provide one scholarly article for each side (2 articles) 
Part III:  Your personal opinion


After completion of Parts I and II, write a personal response on which side do you agree with and why?   Two- three paragraphs, 4-7 sentences each, with at least 5-7 supporting details.  

Research Component:  As noted above you will need to find information from six (6) scholarly articles/websites.  Make sure to use proper MLA works cited and parenthetical or footnote citation.   
Standards and Rubric

Common Core Standards 

Reading-Social Studies (RH)

1. Use relevant information and ideas from documents to support analysis

6. Compare and contrast various points of view

Writing (W)

1. Write an argument to support claims

2. Write informative and explanatory texts to examine and express ideas 

Speaking and Listening (SL)

3. Accurately use multiple sources of information

4. Critically evaluate POV and evidence

Language (L)

5. Demonstrate appropriate grammar usage in writing and speaking (sentence complexity)

6. Use words and phrases accurately for ‘general’ and ‘content’ specific meaning
Project Rubric

	Topic
	Excellent

90-100%
	Satisfactory-Good

75-85%
	Unsatisfactory

55-60%

	Completion

	All parts of the project are thoroughly completed and accurately depict each side.  
	All parts of the project are completed as well as accurately depict each side. 
	Parts are incomplete and/or have vague analysis.    

	Analysis

	Students demonstrate thorough analysis and images, graphs and quotes thoroughly and clearly support analysis.  
	Students demonstrate satisfactory analysis and images, graphs and quotes support analysis.  
	Analysis is very weak and may be missing.  Images, quotes and graphs do not clearly support analysis and may be missing.    

	Clarity
	Information is depicted accurately and thoroughly yet in a concise and clear manor.  
	Information is depicted accurately and thoroughly yet in a concise and clear manor.  
	Unclear and/or ambiguous depiction of information and point of view  


