Resources for The History of Social Security Webinar

Mentimeter
https://www.menti.com/5iy6net6d5 

Peter G. Peterson Foundation – Charts 
https://www.pgpf.org/resource-library/search?f%5B0%5D=field_type%3A176 

Political Cartoons - Understanding Fiscal Responsibility - The History of Social Security Direct Instruction Lesson 
https://econedlink.org/resources/the-history-of-social-security/

Lesson - Understanding Fiscal Responsibility - The History of Social Security Inquiry Based Lesson 
https://econedlink.org/resources/the-history-of-social-security/

Inquiry Based Learning 
· Prodigy Learning https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/inquiry-based-learning-definition-benefits-strategies 
· Edutopia : https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-inquiry-based-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron  

Two Cents - Will Social Security Be Around for Millennials? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gttUS9tKOes 
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Social Security Act (1935)

Before the 1930s, support for the elderly was a matter of local, state and family rather than a Federal
cconcern (except for veterans’ pensions). However, the widespread suffering caused by the Great
Depression brought support for numerous proposals for a national old-age insurance system. On January
17, 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt sent a message to Congress asking for "social security"
legislation. The same day, Senator Robert Wagner of New York and Representative David Lewis of
Maryland introduced bills reflecting the administration’s views. The resulting Senate and House bills
encountered opposition from those who considered it a governmental invasion of the private sphere and
from those who sought exemption from payroll taxes for employers who adopted government-approved
pension plans. Eventually the bill passed both houses, and on August 15, 1935, President Roosevelt
signed the Social Security Act into law.

The act created a uniquely American solution to the problem of old-age pensions. Unlike many European
nations, U.S. social security "insurance" was supported from "contributions” in the form of taxes on
individuals' wages and employers' payrolls rather than directly from Government funds. The act also
provided funds to assist children, the blind, and the unemployed; to institute vocational training programs;
and provide family health programs. As a result, enactment of Social Security brought into existence
complex administrative challenges. The Social Security Act authorized the Social Security Board to register
citizens for benefits, to administer the contributions received by the Federal Government, and to send
payments to recipients. Prior to Social Security, the elderly routinely faced the prospect of poverty upon
retirement. For the most part, that fear has now dissipated.
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Today a hope of many years’ standing is in large part fulfilled. The civilization of the past
hundred years, with its startling industrial changes, has tended more and more to make life
insecure.

Young people have come to wonder what would be their lot when they came to old age.
The man with a job has wondered how long the job would last.

This social security measure gives at least some protex million of our
citizens who will reap direct benefits through unemployment compensation, through old-age
pensions and through increased services for the protection of children and the prevention of ill
health.

We can never insure one hundred percent of the population against one hundred
percent of the hazards and vicissitudes of life, but we have tried to frame a law which will give
some measure of protection to the average citizen and to his family against the loss of a job and
against poverty-ridden old age.

This law, too, represents a cornerstone in a structure which is being built but is by no
means complete. It is a structure intended to lessen the force of possible future depressions. It
will act as a protection to future Administrations against the necessity of going deeply into debt
to furnish relief to the needy. The law will flatten out the peaks and valleys of deflation and of
inflation. It is, in short, a law that will take care of human needs and at the same time provide
for the United States an economic structure of vastly greater soundness.

I congratulate all of you ladies and gentlemen, all of you in the Congress, in the
executive departments and all of you who come from private life, and I thank you for your
splendid efforts in behalf of this sound, needed and patriotic legislation.

If the Senate and the House of Representatives in this long and arduous session had
done nothing more than pass this Bill, the session would be regarded as historic for all time.




