
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs: Goods and Services in Chewandswallow
Introduction: Chewandswallow’s main street is a busy place full of shops offering many kinds of goods and services.   However, there is not a grocery store, candy shop or tea room to be seen!      Grade Level: 2-5      Time: 20-25 minutes

Objective:

· The student will describe and identify the differences between goods (tangible things such as food, shoes, cars and houses) and services (physically intangible things such as medical care, haircuts, and education). 
National Standards:

· Standard 1:  Scarcity

Productive resources are limited.   Therefore, people cannot have all the goods and services they want; as a result they must choose some things and give up others.

Economic Concepts

· Goods—tangible products that are used by consumers or producers.
· Services—beneficial work which does not result in a tangible product.

· Consumer—a person who uses a product or service.

· Producer—one who makes a good or supplies a service.
Materials:

· Copy of book Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barrett
· Visual- Providing Goods and Services

· Activity Sheets- Goods and Services in Chewandswallow

· Writing tools 
Procedure:

1. Prepare Materials prior to class. 

2. Introduce the lesson by displaying the visual.   Read the contents to the students and discuss their choices for a shop’s provided goods and services.   (Bookstore:    The book represents a good  while story time represents a service;  Jewelry Store:   Earrings are a good  and repair is a service;  Optometrist:    An eye examination is a service; eyeglasses  are a good)

3. Distribute copies of Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs to the students and instruct them to turn to page six which shows an illustration of downtown Chewandswallow.  Ask them to look at the different shops and businesses and think about what goods and services each provides.

4. Distribute activity sheets and writing tools.  Tell students that they have a specific amount of time to search for and write down as many goods and services a they can find in the illustration.  (It’s fun to tell them an odd amount of time such as seven minutes and twenty seconds.)  Students may work individually or in pairs.  
5. Call time and discuss the items the students have listed.  Challenge the students to volunteer a good or a service that they think no other student was able to find.  
Extension Activity: Instruct the students to revisit the illustration to find the various citizens on the streets.   Ask them to decide if this citizen is a producer or consumer of the good or service in the illustration.
Visual –  
  Providing Goods and Services

    Goods- Tangible things such as food, shoes, books and toys

    Services- Actions such as medical care, music lessons, and haircuts

This book store provides….
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… a copy of the book Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs  

    Is this a good or a service?

…a children’s story time every Wednesday morning.

    Is this a good or a service?

______________________________________________________________

This jewelry store provides….
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… a pair of pearl earrings

    Is this a good or a service?

… repair for broken or damaged rings

    Is this a good or a service?

______________________________________________________________
This optometrist office provides….
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… eye examinations 

    Is this a good or a service?

… prescription eyeglasses 

    Is this a good or a service?
Activity Sheet-
Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs
Goods and Services in Chewandswallow

    Goods-     Tangible things such as food, shoes, books and toys
   Services- Actions such as medical care, music lessons, and haircuts
Directions: Using the illustration of Chewandswallow’s Main Street found on page six of the book Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs as a guide, list as many examples of GOODS and SERVICES in the correct column as you can in the allocated time.  Be prepared to share your findings with the class. 
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